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  The Beacon 
FIRST...Faith Inspired Relationships;                                                        

Serving & Transforming the world 

Getting To Know You 
 

“For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; 
then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; 
then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.” 
~ 1 Corinthians 13:12 (NIV) 
 

At the peak of the Apostle Paul’s teaching on 
spiritual gifts, and the greater gifts of the Spirit (faith, 
hope, and love) for the Christian community, he 
imagines a day when we’ll really understand God’s 
amazing grace toward all of us. Until then, our vision 
is limited, unclear, even blurry while God’s knowledge 
of us is entirely complete. If that’s where we’re 
headed, by grace, then the work of getting to know 



each other, the mutual exchange of listening and self-
disclosure, is holy work, anticipating a heavenly 
reality. 
 I do like the Corinthian letters, in part because 
we can see how deeply Paul cares for the 
congregation, and his pastoral concern for how they’re 
relating to each other. His comments are directed to a 
community that he knows. His letter to the Church in 
Rome, however, might be a more appropriate model 
for this article, where he reaches out ahead of a 
planned journey. Paul’s reputation probably precedes 
him, and news of the Romans’ faithfulness has reached 
him on the “outskirts” of the Empire (see Romans 1:1-
16). The letter is, in many ways, an introduction. Paul 
and the Roman Christians aren’t complete strangers, 
but they don’t really know each other, yet.  
 So, grace to you, and peace, from God our Father 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ through the Holy 
Spirit. By the time you read this I will be starting my 
12th year of pastoral ministry, having served 4 years in 
Elgin at Cornerstone UMC and the last 7 with 
Reynolds UMC in Ashton. I will also be starting my 
first year as an ordained elder and full clergy member 
in our Annual Conference, my previous service being 
as a licensed local pastor and a provisional elder 
respectively. Additionally, although I completed the 
required coursework last year, I am also the recent 
recipient of a shiny new Master of Divinity degree 
from Chicago Theological Seminary, conferred in 
early May of this year. I come to you having just 
completed parallel stages of my educational and 
institutional journey, eager to begin the next stage of 
life and ministry and learning, particularly in getting to 



know all of you. 
 As for me, yes, my name really is Seamus 
(pronounced “Shay-muss”) and yes, I have ancestors 
from Ireland, but no, I do not speak with a brogue. I 
was born in Burlington, VT, the year that humans first 
walked on the moon, at a time when the snow was 
deep on the ground. I’ve lived in Vermont, and in 
Washington, D.C., and in Richmond, VA, as a child, 
but for most of my life I’ve been an Illinoisan, growing 
up and graduating from High School in Streamwood, 
IL. After that, most of my time was spent in the Elgin 
and St. Charles area until I was appointed to Reynolds. 
 In 1993 I married the love of my life, Renee, and 
she has tolerated with good-natured grace my 
transitions from cabinetmaker to freight forwarder 
back to cabinetmaker to parish minister. We have no 
children, in the conventional sense, but our family 
currently includes an 8-month-old puppy (Tilly), a 4-
year-old cat (Aurora), two pygmy goats (Lily and 
Banana), a miniature horse (Smoochie), and a full-
sized horse (Chex). I have a sister who lives with her 
husband and 3 children in Cibolo, Texas, a suburb of 
San Antonio, and my mother still lives in Streamwood. 
 I’m a persistent, if not very skilled, golfer. I play 
the guitar, violin, and mandolin, and love to sing, all 
with various degrees of proficiency. I sometime do art, 
drawing and painting, and write poetry when the muse 
strikes. When the pandemic hit, I rebuilt my high 
school skateboard and have gotten back to tooling 
around on it a bit. But really, the thing that you maybe 
most need to know about me is that I have been called 
by Divine Love to equip the saints of Christ’s Church 
for the work of the gospel, I have been captured by a 



vision of the justice and wholeness that God intends 
for all Creation, and I am determined to participate in 
bringing it into being according to the grace given to 
me. I give thanks to God for your faithfulness, and I 
am honored to be appointed to serve alongside you as 
we grow together in the knowledge and love of Christ. 
 
In His Service,  
Rev. Seamus Enright 



Get YOURS!  
 
 

Frozen Spaghetti Sauce for SALE! 
38 oz. container $20 (4 servings)                                                                     

1 gallon container $40                               
(at least 12 servings) 

Stop by the church during office hours 
M, Tu & Fri. 9am - 1 pm 



Dear Ottawa First UMC, 
         AMAZING! HEARTWARMING! 
WONDERFUL! BEAUTIFUL! LOVING! How about 
INCREDIBLE? REMARKABLE! MEMORABLE! 
TERRIFIC!  UNFORGETTABLE! 
EXTRAORDINARY! Those are but a few of the 
words that come to mind when I think of our last 
Sunday together. To say thank you seems so 
inadequate. Jon and I are so very grateful for 
everything you did to send us into retirement. We will 
never forget our last Sunday among you. It is a 
blessing forever etched in our hearts. We’re so 
appreciative of everyone who came to worship or 
watched the service online. And, when I finished the 
last sermon of my pastoral career, I will always 
remember you rising to your feet in applause. What a 
Spirit-filled morning of worship and celebration. 
Thank you to all the worship servants, Ken Nowak, 
John Meyers, Jodi Spurling, Sue Koeppe, Traci 
Leemhuis, Kennedy Ocepek, Linda Asta, Tony Dixon 
and John Sagi. Thank you for your kind words, Anne 
Houk, Staff Parish Chair. They will stay with me 
always. Thank you for all your love and support, Staff 
Parish Committee! And, thank you, Katie Duggan, 
your prayer and the mic drop were AMAZING! God 



used you all to touch our hearts with forever 
memories! Please know our family felt so good about 
being mentioned and thanked, too. THANK YOU! 
Thank you, thank you, thank you!   
 And, then there was the MOST AMAZING 
OPEN HOUSE. The gorgeous balloons made the day 
so celebratory. The cakes looked amazing. I don’t 
know how they tasted I was too busy talking to eat a 
piece. But, the smaller kayak, lipstick, purse and 
flamingo cake was DELICIOUS and so very cute! I 
LOVED the photo booth. It was perfect. Now, we have 
all those photos as a forever keepsake from such a 
glorious day. I started receiving guests at 1:45 that 
afternoon. The afternoon went so fast that when I 
looked at my watch it 3:57pm and time for the 
reception to end. The afternoon was so very enjoyable 
for our entire family. You attended to every detail. It 
was just perfect. I can’t forget the splendid flowers 
from Carol & Vern Lowry, Sue Koeppe and Katie 
Duggan. They were so beautiful and added so much to 
the day. I absolutely loved them. We appreciate ALL 
you did to make our last day in ministry so perfect. 
Thank you, thank you, thank you to everyone who 
came. Thank you, thank you thank you to the 
committee: Anne Houk, Katie Duggan, Ann Russell, 
Jodi Spurling, PJ Fulkerson, Nancy Stevenson, Sue 
Koeppe, Jarrett Papineau, Bob Cavanaugh, Lori Kline, 
Linda Asta, Traci Willet and Erin Vandervelde. And, 
by the way, Erin, you were VERY good at keeping 
secrets!                    
 And, then there were all your texts, cards, and 
gifts! To say we were overwhelmed by your generosity 
is definitely an UNDERSTATEMENT! The money 



you gave us is going straight into a Great Britain 
vacation fund. Our entire family is going to Great 
Britain next year! What a boost to our vacation fund! 
Again and again, thank you, thank you, thank you. So 
many blessings! So much love expressed. So much 
love received. You blessed us so much in all you did 
and said. I can’t stop thinking about the day. What a 
beautiful end to our last seven years together. Thank 
you for being such an amazing last church! Thank you 
for your love and support. I only hope that you were 
blessed to be such a blessing to me, Jon and our 
family. May those blessings be forever etched on your 
hearts and ours! 
With Much Love & Unending Gratitude,  Cheri & Jon 



CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR  June 10, 2022 
ORDINATION   PASTOR SEAMUS! 

Pastor Seamus (far left) with Bishop Hopkins and the 
2022 Class of Elders.   

Laying hands of blessing on Pastor Seamus’ 
ordination are: DS Rev. Dr. Brian Gilbert,  former DS 

Lisa Kruse-Safford, Assistant to the Bishop Rev. 
Arlene Christopherson & Bishop Hopkins 

GOD BLESS YOUR MINISTRY AS AN ELDER IN THE 
UMC PASTOR SEAMUS! 



We would like to have some small group discussions ( 12 people 
maximum) with Pastor Seamus for him to get to know the visions and 
thoughts for our church moving forward.  We are calling them a 
“Listening Tour.”  A sign up sheet along with specific questions that will 
be asked is being passed around at Sunday services.  If you are not able 
to make it to church then you can contact Anne Houk for assistance with 
sign up.  More dates may be added if needed. 
 
The dates of the Listening Tours are as follows: 
 
Sunday, July 17th from 10:30 -11:30 AM 
 
Sunday, July 31st from 10:30 - 11:30 AM 
 
Wednesday, August 3rd from 6:30 - 7:30 PM 
 
Sunday, August 7th from 10:30 - 11:30 AM 
 
Sunday, August 21st from 10:30 - 11:30 AM 
 
Here are the specific questions that Pastor Seamus would like thoughts 
on: 
 
1.  What is one thing that Pastor Seamus needs to know about this 
congregation? 
2.  What is one way that we are going to reach new people in this area? 
3.  What is one dream that you have for our church? 
4.  What was a moment that made you most proud of this church?  When 
and why? 
 
Let’s all give Pastor Seamus a warm welcome and show him much grace 
during this time of transition.   
 
Thank you, 
Anne Houk (Staff Parish Chair) 





MAY 2022 FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

May Income    $17,602.01    YTD Income    $73,731.89 
May Expenses $13,053.55    YTD Expenses $65,014.93                                       
May Net Gain  $4,548.46      YTD Net Gain $8,716.96 

 
Mortgage    $53,490.53 Mortgage Payment     $575.00 



Current Prayer Concerns: 
Our World Leaders 
Interim Bishop John Hopkins 
DS Supt. Brian Gilbert 
Pastor Cheri & Jon 
Pastor Seamus 
Marc Desranleau 
Jo Olsen 
Ottawa PADS Shelter 
Bill Clayton 
Debbie Dixon 
Beth Snyder 
Mark Nilles 
Fred Woltering 
Dylan Taylor 
Esther Sommer 
Ina Raub 
Linda Krepps 
Roger Thomas, Jr. 
Danielle 
Art Mason 
Odin 
Ron A. 
Van and Mary Williams 
Nancy Leemhuis 
Muriel Desranleau 
Leah Dolder 
Logan Sommer 
Nancy Stisser 
Jarrett Papineau 
Kraig Duggan 
Marleen Tellefson 
Kristen 
Sharon Nelson 
Gayla Chalus Doris 
 
 

In Christian Sympathy: 
To the Joy Clark family 
To the Dave Rabideau family 
To the Jason Williams family 
 

Long-Term Prayers: 
Sheila Hynd 
Ken Geiger, Jr. 
Pat Acuff 
Korie 
Selena Meyers 
Judy Claus 
 

PVL: 
Maxine Twait 
Pat Wagner 
Joe Erickson 
 

Prayers for Our Service 
Men & Women: 
-Josh Papineau is in the U.S. 
Army stationed in Hawaii. 
-SFC Johnathan Oberholz is 
back home working. 
-PFC Timothy Lingle, U.S. 
Army stationed in Romania. 
-MMFN Nicholas Fletcher, 
US Navy on board the USS 
Washington. 



FOR YOUR JULY CALENDAR 

3rd  Worship @ 9 a.m. 

4th  OFFICE CLOSED 

5th  Bible Study @ 10 a.m. 

10th  Worship @ 9 a.m. 

12th  Bible Study @ 10 a.m. 

17th  Worship @ 9 a.m.                                                         

  Ad Council Meeting after Worship 

19th   Bible Study @ 10 a.m. 

24th  Worship @ 9 a.m.                                                               

  4th Sunday Community Lunch 

26th  Bible Study @ 10 a.m. 

31st  Worship @ 9 a.m.               

 
Funeral Directors                                                                      

Arthur C. Mueller Gregory A. Mueller                                                 
Chad A. Provost 

 



Ottawa First UM Church wishes for….. 

Downstairs LED light bulb replacement            $800 

New dining room light for the parsonage           $200  

“A UMF Investment Gift”                  Any Amount 

Chuck Crain 

Concert 

 

August 29th 

7 pm 

Ottawa First 

UMC 

 

A love offering will be 

taken! 



The Carpenter’s House 
 

Once upon a time, there was a carpenter who lived in a small 
shack in the country with his wife and children. Although he 
was a very skilled carpenter, or perhaps because of that fact, 
his home was always in disarray – the roof leaked, the handrail 
wobbled, doors swung instead of latching, drawers stuck, 
floors creaked. There was no repair that the little house needed 
that he could not have accomplished, but because he was so 
skilled, his services were in such demand that he spent his 
days working for others, and like the story of the shoemaker 
whose own children went barefoot, he neglected the repairs on 
his own home. 
 
One day, his wife informed him that they had received a letter, 
the king and queen would be traveling through their area and 
his fame as a carpenter had reached the court. They would be 
delighted to receive the hospitality of his home and marvel at 
his work, for surely, if what he did for others was so grand, his 
home must be a masterpiece. 
 
The carpenter was in a panic. What could he do? 
 
He might have built a new house, if he had more warning, with 
spiral stairs and herringbone floors and inlaid panels on the 
walls, filled with beautiful furniture. But there was no time. 
 
In the short time before the visit, he instead devoted his energy 
to repairing his home. He fixed the roof, telling himself that 
although the king and queen would have to sleep in his own 
bed as the guests, they would at least do so warm and dry. He 
fixed the stairs, telling himself that although there was no suite 
or servants’ quarters, at least his guests would be safe. He 
fixed the doors and the drawers, the floors and the rest of the 
house, working quickly but carefully so that, the day before his 
royal guests were to arrive, everything was done and the little 
house was just as right as it could be. Not a mansion, or a 
palace, but right and well-fitted, and a good example of his 



workmanship. 
 
The next day, as he and his family waited, a letter arrived 
informing him that the royal plans had changed, and the king 
and queen would not be visiting. 
 
When he received the news, the carpenter wept. 
 
“Why are you crying”, his friends asked, knowing how 
anxious he had been about the visit, “aren’t you relieved?” 
 
“No”, the carpenter replied, “I have come to realize that my 
family is more to me than the fame of any royal guest, and that 
if I had simply cared for them with all of my skill and self all 
along, they would have received the love they deserved, and I 
would have been ready to receive a king at any time.” 
 
In the same way, our doing, our work, can become so 
consuming that we neglect the care and maintenance of our 
faith and faithfulness in relationships. All our skill and 
achievement is worthless, if it fails to love, especially those 
closest to us. 

Do you order from Amazon? Do you list Ottawa 
First United Methodist Church as the agency to 
which you choose to donate? If you do, Amazon 

gives the church a percentage of every 
purchase. 





July Birthdays 
God Bless Your Special Day In Very Special Ways! 

July 1st - Linda Asta 

July 3rd - Ilse Bute, Faye Kramer 

July 4th - Dawson Dresbach 

July 5th - Mark Mason, Barbara Meyers 

July 6th - Van Williams, Judith Dudley 

July 9th - Jeffrey Houk 

July 10th - Mark Meyers 

July 11th - Marian Cavanaugh, Marleen Tellefson, 

          Koban Havelka 

July 12th - Viki Olsen 

July 13th - Robert Zachary 

July 15th - Isabella Chapman 

July 17th - Fred Woltering 

July 20th - Fred Kline, Sr., Kathy Kimes, Joe Mason 

July 23rd - Ken Nowak 

July 25th - Joel Hambleton, Stacey Zachary 

July 30th - Casey Ocepek, John Oberholz 

July 31st - Fred Kline, Jr. 
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